Changing epidemiology of hepatitis A infection in Izmir, Turkey.
The seroprevalence study was conducted in order to determine the current seroepidemiology hepatitis A in Izmir, Turkey and to evaluate the epidemiological shift in HAV serostatus. Blood samples collected from 595 subjects aged 1-60 years were analyzed for anti-HAV IgG antibodies. The current study results were compared with those of a previous study conducted in 1998 involving the same location. There was a marked decrease in the prevalence of anti-HAV between 1998 and 2008. While anti-HAV seroprevalence rates in the current study were 4.6% in children aged 1-4 years, 23% in children aged 10-14 years, and 85% in young adults aged 20-29 years, the prevalence rates were 36% in the 1-4 years age group, 65% in the 10-14 years age group, and 95% in young adults in the previous study, indicating a shift in HAV seroprevalence from the younger to the higher age groups. As HAV infection in childhood is decreasing, the pool of susceptible adolescents and young adults is increasing in Izmir, Turkey. The majority of adolescent population is susceptible to HAV infection. The potential risk of HAV epidemics still exists. The situation of Turkey, suggested to need for mass immunization. Also, introduction of hepatitis A vaccination into the national immunization schedule of Turkey should be considered.